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cotton factors, and their planter clients wanted free trade. Shippers and
steamboat operators asked for mail contracts and cash subsidies to aid
them in their struggle against foreign competition.
Here were sources of conflict, for the manufacturers might oppose
western development because it drained off their cheap labor and in-
creased their costs. Importers and planters would oppose protection as a
matter of interest. Most bankers would oppose any form of government
supervision of finance. These interests often fought among themselves
and made legislative halls and political campaigns scenes of corruption
and debauchery. They subsidized lobbies and pressed favors upon such
legislators and administrators as might be tempted. They contributed to
campaign funds, and sought control of urban policy and mass voting.
They expected profitable returns from their political investments. Im-
patient of delay, they were often amoral or unscrupulous in pushing
their plans.
All this welter of business and promotional activity, which served and
conditioned metropolitanism, was sectionally distributed. It was not
widespread in the South. Here were but four of the eighteen sizable
cities which the United States then boasted, and these included St. Louis,
which was as much western as southern. The relative absence of metro-
politanism from the South on the one hand, and the growing concentra-
tion of its leading exponents in New York City, even then fast out-
stripping its rivals, were bound to stir up antagonism between rural
and urban politicians, breeding the resentment against Wall Street
which was to function increasingly as a divisive attitude in the operation
of American politics.
Territorialism, the second divisive attitude, in many respects was
metropolitanism in a different locale, for both stemmed from promo-
tional enterprise. This attitude, as its name implies, was dominant in the
newer portions of the country, where institutions, customs, and indi-
vidual fortunes and reputations were on the make. It was displayed by
people who were restless and speculative, insecure and quarrelsome,
ambitious and impatient, hurrying to fulfill the promise of virgin lands.
Amid their more solid citizenry floated the flotsam and jetsam of hu-
manity, those who never succeeded anywhere but were always hoping
for a change of fortune. Also the criminal and the leech sought to fatten
on the frontiers.